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CORONA: children and COVID-19 
An Italian-led project supported by the UniCredit Foundation to study the impact of the 

coronavirus on children 
 

 
The project CORONA: children and COVID-19 has kicked off. Supported by the UniCredit 
Foundation and led by the Penta Foundation of Padua and the One Health Center of the University 
of Florida, the study aims to provide the national and international scientific community with new 
data on the impact of the pandemic on children – from a Circular Health perspective. 
 
Over a year since the outbreak of the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, there is still no clear picture of 
children's risk in developing symptoms, their role in transmitting the virus to adults and the long-
term effects of the restrictive measures on children. 
 
The CORONA project aims to contribute to the global scientific effort by collecting epidemiological 
and clinical data on children. Data collected will be used to check how often children contract the 
virus, as well as the way in which the disease manifests itself, develops and interacts with other 
diseases that may already be in progress. 
 
The researchers also aim to identify the factors that predispose children to develop COVID-19, and 
how likely they are to develop it in a severe form. These data will help health authorities to plan 
future vaccination campaigns and, when a cure for children under 16 becomes available, to enable 
targeted and effective interventions. 
 
One year after the first lockdown in Europe, the study looks to describe the psychological effects 
of the restrictive measures and the social distancing put in place to limit the spread of the virus on 
children and adolescents. 
 
"Thanks to this project, it will be possible to study the impact of COVID-19 on children, both as a 
direct effect of the virus but also for the effects on the psyche and on social life. We cannot 
continue to think in watertight compartments, but we must understand the ramifications of the 
pandemic event in their complexity ". 
Ilaria Capua, Director of One Health Center. 
 



 

 2 

In short, this is a study that promises to shed light on the impact of the coronavirus on the psycho-
physical well-being of children. 
 
The project will draw from the thirty-year scientific expertise of Penta – an international network 
for medical research in the paediatric field, chaired by Prof. Carlo Giaquinto; and the One Health 
Centre – the interdisciplinary research center, directed by Prof. Ilaria Capua. 
 
"We are proud to be working with Ilaria Capua and her center of excellence in the United States 
and even more grateful to the UniCredit Foundation for believing in the value of this extraordinary 
collaboration, which will help us put children at the center of clinical research on COVID-19. As a 
scientific community, we have a duty to protect and support minors in this pandemic”. 
Carlo Giaquinto, President of the Penta Foundation. 

 
"It is an honor for us to support the Penta Foundation of Padua and the One Health Center of the 
University of Florida in this important study on the pandemic impact on children. This is testament 
of our continued commitment to support children through the solidarity activities of UniCredit 
Foundation. In this last year, they have been particularly affected by COVID-19, especially as a 
result of the restrictions that have limited their possibility to interact, socialise and learn". 
Maurizio Beretta, Chairman of the UniCredit Foundation. 

 
The Penta Foundation will mobilize its infectious disease experts in three different European 
countries – that is researchers working in the United Kingdom at University College London, in 
Madrid at the Research Institute of the 12 de Octubre Hospital, and the Department of Women's 
and Child Health at the Hospital of Padua. 
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Notes for Editors 
 

About Penta   
 

Penta is a global independent scientific network dedicated to research in child health 
 

OUR VISION: To be at the forefront of clinical science that improves prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment of infection in children 
 
OUR MISSION: To build a global network that conducts excellent research to help health systems 
achieve optimal outcomes for children 
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Penta supports research that seeks to better understand both the dynamics of transmission and 
how to get optimal health outcomes for pregnant women and children.   

Starting out from its work in HIV, today its portfolio includes investigations into HIV and other viral 
infections, severe sepsis and antimicrobial resistance, infections in pregnancy, neglected and 
emerging childhood infections. To date, Penta has sponsored 41 clinical trials, which have involved 
with more than 50,000 women and children. 

Penta also provides clinical training in paediatric HIV and other infections (our PentaTr@ining 
programme), as part of its goal to improve clinical care for children, and to ensure robust high-
quality clinical assessment as part of its trials. 
 
The work of Penta is supported by the Penta ID Network, consisting of 130 clinical sites in 33 
countries across the world, whose expertise are leveraged to transform the prevention and 
treatment of infection in children. 

 
 
Further information 
For more information on Penta visit: https://penta-id.org/ 
Francesca Mazzetto – Head of Penta Communication office 
Email: francesca.mazzetto@pentafoundation.org  
Mobile number: +39 348 6151202 
 

 
 
UniCredit Foundation  
UniCredit Foundation is the corporate foundation of the UniCredit Group. Established in 2003, the 
Foundation is committed to pursuing social and humanitarian objectives and promoting studies 
and research in the economic and financial field. 

 
One Health Center of Excellence 
The One Health Center of Excellence at the University of Florida is an interdisciplinary resource for 
research and training supported by the Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS), the 
College of Veterinary Medicine (CVM) and the college of Public Health and Health Professions of 
the University of Florida. Its goal is to find novel strategies to co-advance the health of humans, 
animals, plants and the environment by exploiting big data and artificial intelligence. 


