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Penta ID Network Meeting (PIM) 2026 
Programme 

Wednesday 6 May – Friday 8 May  

 

Meeting Venue Hotel Domina Zagarella, Palermo, Sicily  

Meeting objectives 

• Strengthen collaboration across the Penta ID Network 

• Search for new collaborations with other stakeholders 

• Facilitate scientific exchange and knowledge sharing 

• Strengthen existing and identify new research areas 

• Support capacity strengthening and mentorship for early career researchers 
 

 

Day 1: Wednesday 6 May, 14:00-18:30 CEST  

Time Topic Speakers 

Reflecting on progress and shaping the future of Penta  

Chairs: Ana Puga (ViiV Healthcare) & Tim Cressey (AMS-PHPT Research Collaboration-Chiang Mai University) 

14:00 Welcome to PIM 2026 
An overview of Penta’s direction & the state of the Network 

Carlo Giaquinto, Penta Foundation  

14:20 Young Reporters explore Penta  
 

Penta Young Reporters: Shanurah & Arlene 
Panel: Carlo Giaquinto, President; Claire 
Thorne, Vice-President; Pablo Rojo, Scientific 
Steering Committee co-chair; Ali Judd, 
Scientific Steering Committee co-chair; 
Gareth Tudor-Williams, Network 
Engagement Committee chair & Costanza Di 
Chiara, Early Career Researcher Working 
Group co-lead 

14:50 ODYSSEY: A 10-year journey  Di Gibb, UCL Innovative Clinical Trials Unit 
 

15:10 Maternal vaccinations  
 

Ruth Karron, Johns Hopkins University 

15:40 Coffee break   

Global voices in paediatric infectious disease 

Chairs: Damalie Nalwanga (Makerere University) & Thanyawee Puthanakit (Chulalongkorn University) 
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16:10 Hot topics from around the globe 
 

 DTG in children in Latin America 

 

 An unfinished story 

 

 Africa's priorities for global health security: Preventing the 

next pandemic 

 

 
 
Luis Castaneda, Benjamín Bloom Children 
National Hospital 
Maria Karren Sta. Maria, Jose B. Lingad 
Memorial General Hospital 
John Amuasi, Kwame Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology 
 

17:10 Penta Brighter Future Award Ceremony Facilitated by Penta Communications  

18:30 End 

 
 
***************************************************************** 
 

Day 2: Thursday 7 May, 9:00 – 18:30 CEST  

Time  Topic    Speakers  

Working together for Impact 

Chairs: Alex Compagnucci (INSERM) & Giulia Segafredo (Medicines Patent Pool) 

8:50 Welcome to day 2 Chairs  

9:00 Working together at scale: Penta’s contribution to global partnerships 

and WHO initiatives 

Martina Penazzato, World Health 

Organization 

 

9:30 Roundtable: What does it take for research and access to medicines to 
work together? 

Panel: Sébastien Morin, Medicines Patent 

Pool; Kenly Sikwese, AFROCAB; Carolyn 

Amole, CHAI, Shelly Malhotra, IAVI; 

Francesca Rocchi, Ospedale Bambino Gesu; 

Maya Malarski, GAVI 
Facilitator: Carlo Giaquinto, Penta 

Foundation 

10:30 Debate: Climate change research should prioritise GLOBAL 

interventions and solutions 

Carolyn Daher, Barcelona Supercomputing 

Center V Lara Aleluia Reis, FCT NOVA 

Facilitators: Marc Lallemant, PHPT - ANRS 

and Jeannie Collins, UCL Innovative Clinical 

Trials Unit 

11:00 Coffee break   

Insights from industry 

Chairs: Pablo Rojo (Hospital 12 de Octubre) & Victor Musiime (Makerere University) 
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11:30  
 ViiV Healthcare 
 Gilead 
 ENANTA 
 Zhuhai Trinomab Pharmaceutical 

 

 
Ana Puga & Elisa Lopez  

Rob Hyland, Vinicius Vieira & Moupali Das 

Scott Rotinghaus 

Wanmei Wang 

13:30 Lunch   

Addressing major respiratory infections in children 

Chairs: Daniele Dona (University of Padua) & Elisabetta Venturini (Meyer’s Children’s Hospital)  

14:30 What’s next for RSV? 
 

Federico Martinon-Torres, Hospital Clínico 
Universitario de Santiago de Compostela 

15:00 How to manage respiratory infections in LMICs 
A roundtable discussion 
 

Panel: Rebecca Cox, University of Bergen; 
Suparat Kanjanavanit, Ramathibodi Hospital;  
Jon Heinrichs, IAVI; Robin Basu Roy, Queen 
Mary University of London; Tisu Mvalo, UNC 
Project Malawi 
Moderator: Alfredo Tagarro, Hospital 12 de 
Octubre 

15:45 Ending respiratory infections  Devin Sok, Stripe 

16:15 Coffee break   

Emerging challenges and innovations in paediatric infectious disease 

Chairs: Vani Vannappagari (ViiV Healthcare) & Tom Jacobs (RadboudUMC) 

16:45 Precise targeting of HIV broadly neutralizing antibody precursors in 

humans 

 

Paolo Palma, Ospedale Bambino 
Gesu/Vaccinopolis & Mathias Lichterfield, 
Massachusetts General Hospital and Brigham 
and Women's Hospital 

17:10 The promise and challenges of broadly neutralising antibodies for HIV 
prevention and treatment in early life 
 

Edmund Capparelli, UC San Diego 
 

17:40 The evolving landscape of invasive fungal infections in children  
 

 The changing epidemiology of invasive fungal infections (IFI) 
in neonates and children 
 

 Care and treatment of invasive fungal infections 
 

 PK data for antifungals in children 
 

 
 
Emmanuel Roilides, Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki 
 
Laura Ferreras-Antolin, GOSH 
 
Joe Standing, University College London 

18:05 AMR - the new frontiers  

And how are they relevant to Penta 

 

Julia Bielicki, City St George’s, University of 
London 
 

18:30 Close 
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Day 3: Friday 8 May, 09:00-13:30 CEST  

Time Topic Speakers 

Innovation in action 

Chairs: Anna Turkova (UCL Innovative Trials Unit) & Tim Niehues (Helios Klinikum Krefeld) 

08:50 Welcome to day 3 Chairs 

09:00 Harnessing AI for mNAbs development 

 

Nicola Toschi, Università di Roma Tor 
Vergata; Paolo Rossi, Ospedale Pediatrico 
Bambino Gesù-Università di Roma Tor 
Vergata & Francesco Bonfante, Istituto 
Zooprofilattico Sperimentale delle Venezie 

10:00 From chaos to clarity: When hazards refuse to be proportional, an EMPIRICAL 

trial example 

Angus Jennings, UCL Innovative Clinical Trials 
Unit & Sara Domínguez-Rodríguez, Octubre 
Instituto de Investigación Sanitaria Hospital 
12 de Octubre (imas12) 
Fundación Biomédica del Hospital 
Universitario 12 de Octubre 

10:30 PentaTr@ining: Igniting new collaborations and research 

 

Panel: Steve Welch, University Hospital 
Birmingham NHS; Alasdair Bamford, UCL 
GOSH Institute of Child Health; Shaffiq 
Essajee, UNICEF; Thanyawee Puthanakit, 
Chulalongkorn University; Cecile 
Maramba‑Lazarte, PIDSP; Adeodata 
Kekitiinwa, Baylor Uganda; Inke Nadia Lubis, 
Universitas Sumatera Utara & Tatiana 
Drummond, Universidad Central de 
Venezuela 
Moderator: Gareth Tudor Williams, Imperial 
College London 

11:00 Coffee break   

Research, regulation and reflection 

Chairs: Mo Archary (University of KwaZulu-Natal) & Sibel Laçinel (Cengiz Gökçek Women’s and Children’s Hospital) 

11:30 ISARIC session Fernando Bozza, ISARIC 

12:00 No trial data, no innovator product? No problem! Modeling and simulation as 

regulatory support for paediatric ARV dosing 

Linda Lewis & Melynda Watkins, Clinton 
Health Access Initiative 

12:30 Tuberculosis studies: SHINE and SURE Chishala Chabala, University of Zambia & 
Julie Huynh, Oxford University Clinical 
Research Unit, Ho Chi Minh City 

12:55 Debate topic: The negative consequences of universal neonatal CMV screening 
outweigh the benefits  

Justin Penner, Imperial College London V 

Vana Papaevangelou, National and 

Kapodistrian University of Athens 
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Facilitator: Hermione Lyall, Imperial College 

London  

13:25 Wrap up and meeting close  
 
** Complete our evaluation survey** 
 

Penta Board  

13:30 End 

 
 
 
 
***************************************************************** 

 

Our Partners 

 
PIM 2026 has been made possible with the provision of financial grants from ViiV Healthcare and Gilead. 

  

                 
 

PIM 2026 is proud to showcase the local Sicilian heritage. We thank Casa Rossa, San Benedetto and 
Romano Winery for providing the regional olive oil, bottled water and wine enjoyed throughout our 
meeting and networking events.  
 
We are also grateful for the support and contribution of our partners; Enanta Pharmaceuticals and 
Zhuhai Trinomab Pharmaceutical to PIM 2026.  

 


