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Speakers
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Carlo Giaquinto

Carlo Giaquinto is the President of Penta Foundation.

Full Professor of Paediatrics at the Department for Woman’s and Child’s 

Health of the University of Padova, Director of the PhD Course in 

Developmental Medicine and Health Planning Sciences and President of

Fondazione Penta.  His main interests are Paediatric Infections, Vaccinology and Clinical 

Trials in Children. Since 1990 he has been involved as scientific coordinator in more than 15 large 
EU funded projects. At present he coordinates more than 20 international projects, including 
trials in developing countries. He is also the scientific leader of c4c, the largest paediatric IMI2 
funded project, aiming to set up a European Paediatric Clinical trial platform. He is the 
Author/Co-Author of more than 300 publications published in peer-reviewed and invited as 
speaker at about 400 conferences and international workshops across the world. 
Carlo Giaquinto was also awarded by the European Society for Paediatric Infectious Diseases 
(ESPID) of the 2017 Bill Marshall Award.

Penta Foundation – University of Padua
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Shanurah

Shanurah Jimbo is a youth advocate from Kampala and the 2024 

Award-Winning National SRHR Girl Champion. She is a clinical 

medicine student and Miss Y+.

Through media, digital storytelling, and peer support, she works to reduce stigma, 
promote accessible HIV research and empower young people to make informed health 
decisions. Her advocacy focuses on amplifying youth voices and improving access to 
accurate, youth-friendly health information.

Shanurah is one of the participants selected for the third edition of the Young Reporters 
Programme.
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Arlene

Arlene is a Health and Medical Sciences student at the University of 

Warwick, UK, with a strong passion for education, advocacy, and 

health communication.

Through CHIVA, she has worked alongside young people living with HIV, gaining insight 
into the broader impact of health on daily life. In addition to her advocacy work, she 
volunteers in charity retail and creates social media content on health, society, and 
politics across multiple platforms.

Arlene is also one of the participants selected for the third edition of the Young Reporters 
Programme.
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Claire Thorne

Claire Thorne, PhD is a Professor of Infectious Disease 

Epidemiology at the University College London Great Ormond 

Street Institute of Child Health. Claire's research has focused 

on the epidemiology of viral infections with respect to maternal and child health, 
with a particular emphasis on HIV, viral hepatitis, Zika virus, and SARS-CoV-2. 
Claire is a Board member and Vice President of the Penta Foundation ETS.

UCL GOS Institute of Child Health
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Pablo Rojo

A Paediatric Infectious Diseases Specialist of Hospital 12 de Octubre,

Madrid, Spain, and Professor of Pediatrics at Complutense University, Madrid,

Spain. Pablo obtained his MD and PhD from Complutense University. He is

author and co-author of over 80 peer reviewed scientific articles and book chapters. Pablo's
main research activities are related to pediatric HIV, S. aureus and congenital CMV infection.
Pablo is a Member of the Penta ID Network, co-chair of the Scientific Steering Committee
and has been part of the PentaTr@ining program for the past 10 years. He has participated
in many paediatric antiretroviral clinical trials and is part of the EPIICAL project pursuing
novel therapeutics approaches for early treated HIV-infected children. He is also co-Chief
Investigator of ODYSSEY and Chief Investigator of the EMPIRICAL trial.

Hospital 12 de Octubre
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Ali Judd

Ali is Global Health and Epidemiology Lead at Penta and a Professor of 

Epidemiology at UCL. Her main interests are in paediatric infections, including

HIV, hepatitis and COVID-19. She co-leads the European Pregnancy and Paediatric 

Infections Cohort Collaboration (EPPICC) network of cohort studies across Eastern and 
Western Europe and Thailand, addressing questions about the health of children living with 
HIV and related infections.  She also co-leads the large EC-funded VERDI collaboration which 
investigates the impact of COVID-19 variants of concern on pregnant women and children 
across Europe and globally. She is a co-investigator in the International AIDS Society 
Collaborative Initiative for Paediatric HIV Education and Research (CIPHER) Cohort 
Collaboration, within which questions of global public health importance for children and 
young people living with HIV are addressed. Ali is a member of the Scientific Committee of 
the International Workshop on HIV Pediatrics, and she is a trustee of the Children’s HIV 
Association.

Penta Foundation - UCL Innovative Clinical Trials Unit​
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Gareth Tudor-Williams

An Emeritus Professor of Paediatric Infectious Diseases at Imperial

College London, having retired as a Consultant in Paediatric Infectious Disease

at Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust, St. Mary’s Hospital, London in September 2021.

After working in Nepal for Save the Children Fund UK, 1982-84, he later specialised in HIV
infection in children, training for 5 years in the USA at Duke University and the NIH, Bethesda,
MD. From 1994-2021 I was a member of the PID group at Imperial College London, involved in
international Phase II and III trials relating to paediatric blood-borne virus infections. He was the
founding Chair of CHIVA (Children’s HIV Association of the UK and Ireland).

In semi-retirement, Gareth is the Chair of the Penta Network Engagement Committee, and has a
Visiting Professorship at Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand. He also chairs the London
Central Research Ethics Committee for the Health Research Authority UK.

Imperial College London
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Costanza Di Chiara

Costanza is an Infectious Disease Paediatrician attending 

a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship at the Center for Global Child Health

and the Division of Infectious Diseases 

at The Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto, Canada. Her research focuses on host–
pathogen interactions in (re)emerging viral and congenital infections.

The Hospital for Sick Children
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Di Gibb

Di Gibb is a paediatrician and Professor of Epidemiology and Clinical Trials at UCL

Innovative Clinical Trials Unit. Over the last 30 years, Di set up and coordinated a network

of clinical trials and cohorts across Europe, Thailand and South America mainly within 

paediatric HIV infection. She has worked in Sub-Saharan Africa since the late 1990s undertaking large 
multi-country trials to address strategy questions in both adult and paediatric HIV and helped bring Penta 
trials  to Africa in the last decade. Her work has expanded to India and South Asia, and to undertaking trials 
in other infectious diseases including tuberculosis, malaria and bacterial infections.

Di was a founder member of Paediatric European Network for Treatment of AIDS (PENTA) leading the first 
Penta trial in 1991 and is vice-chair of  the Penta Foundation Board. She has served on Wellcome Trust and 
MRC research boards as well as WHO advisory and guideline committees. In 2019 she received an 
honorary doctorate from the University of York and in 2020 was made a fellow of the UK Academy of 
Medical Sciences.

UCL Innovative Clinical Trials Unit
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Luis G. Castaneda Villatoro

Head of “Centro de Excelencia para Niños con Inmunodeficiencia (CENID)” 

Benjamín Bloom Children National Hospital, El Salvador. Luis is a pediatrician collaborating
with different international organizations in the area of pediatric HIV and congenital Syphilis,
he is past-president of the Pediatric Association of El Salvador and member of the American
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). He currently works as coordinator of the Centro de Excelencia 
para Ninos con Inmunodeficiencia, Hospital Nacional de Ninos “Benjamin Bloom”, a national
center for treatment of pediatric AIDS in El Salvador, he was involved in the implementation of
the PMTCT program and now the EMTCT strategy. He is involved in projects in Pediatric HIV
as part of a regional network of pediatric HIV in latin america “PLANTA".

Benjamín Bloom Children National 
Hospital



Maria Karren Sta. Maria

Dr. Maria Karren Caunca Sta. Maria is a Medical Specialist III at the Department of 
Pediatrics, Jose B. Lingad Memorial General Hospital in San Fernando, Pampanga, 
Philippines. A pediatric infectious disease specialist, she has been actively engaged in
clinical service, training, and research focused on pediatric HIV and other infectious 
diseases affecting children and adolescents. She was awarded the Penta Brighter Future 
Award (Asia, 2024) and received a scholarship from the School of Global Health, Chulalongkorn 
University (2023). Dr. Sta. Maria has represented the Philippines in several international conferences, 
including the 15th International Workshop on HIV & Pediatrics (Australia, 2023, speaker), Bangkok 
International Symposium on HIV Medicine (2023, speaker), and WSPID 2025 (Thailand, E-poster oral 
presentation). She has completed clinical training under programs at the Chulalongkorn University,  and 
the European AIDS Clinical Society Short Clinical Exchange Program at Prof. Matei Bals Hospital. She is 
currently a participant in the 2025/26 Cooper HIV/AIDS Research Training Program (CHART) which is run 
by Kirby Institute (UNSW) and is currently working on a paper related to the  Triple Elimination Initiative 
Program of the Philippines. Dr. Sta. Maria continues to advocate for strengthened maternal and pediatric 
infectious disease programs and evidence-based health system interventions for children living with HIV.
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John Amuasi

Prof. Amuasi heads the Global Health Department at the

Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology in Ghana. He holds a W2 
Professorship and is Group Leader of the Global One Health Research Group at the 
Bernhard Nocht Institute of Tropical Medicine in Hamburg, Germany and at 
Kumasi Center for Collaborative Research in Topical Medicine in Ghana. 
John’s research involves both field epidemiologic and clinical studies (including 
trials) across Africa on emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases, neglected 
tropical diseases, and antimicrobial resistance. Prof. Amuasi also co-chairs the 
Lancet One Health Commission and is an Honorary Visiting Research Fellow at the 
Nuffield Department of Medicine of the Oxford University.
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Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and 
Technology
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Ana Puga

Ana Maria Puga, MD, FAAP is a physician executive and 

Global Paediatrics Lead with more than 25 years of 

experience advancing pediatric and maternal HIV care. She brings deep 

expertise across global medical affairs, clinical development, and real-world 

evidence, having led Phase I–IV pediatric trials and global development 

strategies for antiretroviral therapies. A former NIH Principal Investigator and 

practicing clinician, Dr. Puga has authored numerous peer-reviewed scientific 

publications and is a trusted partner to R&D, regulatory, and commercial teams. 

She is deeply committed to accelerating innovation and improving outcomes for 

children and families affected by HIV worldwide.
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Tim Cressey

Tim Cressey has been actively involved in clinical research studies on infectious diseases

for over 24 years, primarily focusing on clinical pharmacology in maternal and 

child health. Since completing his PhD in pharmacology at Newcastle University in the UK in 2001, he has 
been working at the PHPT-Clinical Trial Unit based at the Faculty of Associated Medical Sciences, Chiang 
Mai University, Thailand. While in Thailand he held a joint academic position at the Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health, USA (2003-2020), and currently hold a visiting position at the University of 
Liverpool, UK. He is current the Director of the AMS-PHPT Research Unit at Chaing Mai University. Dr 
Cressey has performed multiple clinical pharmacokinetic studies in adults, adolescents, children, pregnant 
women and newborns. He is an active member of the PENTA network and the NIH-funded International 
Pediatric Maternal Adolescent AIDS Clinical Trials (IMPAACT) network - currently the CRS-Site Leader at our 
NICHD-IMPAACT site at Chiangrai Prachanukroh Hospital. He has contributed extensively to global health 
initiatives, serving as a member of the WHO-Pediatric Antiretroviral Drug Optimization (PADO) Working 
Group, and has recently been leading the WHO-GAP-f Clinical Research Working Group to accelerate the 
development of pediatric formulations.

AMS-PHPT Research Collaboration -
Chiang Mai University, Thailand
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Damalie Nalwanga

Damalie Nalwanga is a paediatrician practicing in the

national referral hospital in Kampala, Uganda, for over

5 years. She is also a Lecturer, and recently completed her

PhD at the Department of Pediatrics in Makerere University, where she mentors
and supervises graduate and undergraduate students. She leads the paediatrics
research group at the Makerere University Lung Institute in academic, clinical and
advocacy activities for paediatric lung health. She has coordinated multisite
clinical trials and mentored independent research projects. Damalie’s research
focuses on paediatric infectious diseases with an interest in their impact on
children’s neurodevelopmental outcomes.

Makerere University
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Thanyawee Puthanakit

Thanyawee Puthanakit, MD, MHS is a professor of paediatric infectious disease

specialist at Department of Pediatrics, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn

University, Bangkok, Thailand. She is a leader in paediatric HIV treatment and 

care in Asia. She has experienced conducting research in Thailand, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Philippines including collaborations with TREAT Asia research program. She has served on 
the writing committee for the WHO’s paediatric HIV treatment guideline. Her research
focuses on pediatric and adolescent HIV treatment and elimination of perinatal HIV 
transmission and reduction in new cases of adolescent infection. She has published more 
than 200 publications. She is a current member of the International AIDS Society and served
as organizing committee for AIDS2024. She serve on the Scientific Steering Committee for 
the Penta ID Network.

Chulalongkorn University
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Martina Penazzato

Martina Penazzato MD, MSc, PhD leads the Global Accelerator

for Pediatric Formulations in the Research for Health Department of

WHO. Prior to joining the Science Team she has lead the paediatric HIV portfolio 
at WHO for 10 years and in addition to providing a major contribution to several 
Guidelines development processes in the areas of HIV, TB and child health, she 
has provided technical assistance to several countries in the African region and 
beyond. In her current role she contributes to a number of global initiatives to 
improve access to better medicines for children as well as pregnant and lactating 
women and offers her maternal and child health perspective to a broad set of 
WHO’s activities enabling R&D for global health.

World Health Organisation
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Francesca Rocchi

Francesca Rocchi is a pharmacist and pharmacologist. 

Based in Rome, at the Bambino Gesù Children's Hospital, 

she is in charge of the Regulatory Affairs Service in the “Area 

of clinical trials for the development and implementation of 

medicines, vaccines and medical devices for paediatric use”. She has worked for 
many years in the regulatory field, at the Italian Medicines Agency in the role of 
clinical assessor and at the EMA as a PDCO member. She served as President of 
INCIPIT, the Italian Network of Paediatric Clinical Trials, and has been a member of 
the Penta ID Network for several years.

Bambino Gesù Children's Hospital
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Sébastien Morin

Sébastien Morin joined the Medicines Patent Pool (MPP) 
in 2019. He contributes to strategic policy, market access, 
and impact modelling initiatives across multiple therapeutic 
areas, including HIV, TB, and RSV. Sébastien also plays a key role 
in paediatric drug optimisation efforts, working closely with the Global 
Accelerator for Paediatric Formulations (GAP-f), a WHO-hosted network. 
Sébastien holds a PhD in biochemistry from Laval University (Québec City, Canada) 
and he completed post-doctoral training at the University of Basel (Switzerland).

Medicines Patent Pool (Geneva)
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Shelly Maholtra

Shelly Malhotra is the Vice President of Global Access and External Affairs at IAVI,

where she leads efforts to ensure future access to IAVI’s innovations and crafts
external engagement strategies to support IAVI’s core mission. She is the architect of 
IAVI’s efforts to ensure the affordability, availability, acceptability, and broad adoption of vaccine and 
therapeutic candidates and drives external affairs for fundraising, advocacy and policy, and stakeholder 
engagement. Shelly has worked in global health for two decades, with a focus on harnessing public-private 
partnerships to support access to innovations. Previously, as the director of market access at TB Alliance, 
she oversaw launch planning for a nonprofit product development partnership, including leading technical 
partnerships spanning 20+ high-burden countries to support introduction of TB regimens for children and 
adults. Shelly has lived in Cambodia and Thailand, and has worked throughout Africa and Asia Pacific 
regions, where she has led a range of global health, research, and capacity-strengthening initiatives with 
organizations including Hope Worldwide, AmeriCares, and the UN Special Envoy for Tsunami Recovery.

IAVI
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Kenly Sikwese

Kenly Sikwese is the Executive Director of the AfroCAB Treatment 
Access Partnership. AfroCAB is a global-, regional- and national-level
advocacy network for access to better-quality optimal medicines and 
newer innovative diagnostics in HIV and co-infections. It operates in 
17 African countries and provides healthcare client education on 
newer and better medicines and diagnostics, including monitoring the HIV treatment and 
prevention pipeline.

Kenly is a current board member of AVAC and a member of the IAS HIV Vaccine Industry 
Partnership. He has served as a Unitaid board member, Co-Chair of the UNAIDS 90-90-90 
Scientific Advisory Committee, Co-Chair of the UNAIDS Retargeting Technical Committee 
(90-90-90), and member of the Communities Delegation to the UNAIDS Programme 
Coordinating Board.
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Carolyn Amole

Carolyn Amole is the Vice President of HIV, Hepatitis, and Tuberculosis,

leading CHAI’s efforts globally and across 20+ countries to expand access

to life-saving products. Over her 16-year tenure at CHAI, she has 

pioneered new product introduction approaches and market shaping strategies that have 
transformed how health innovations reach people in low- and middle-income countries.

Carolyn steered CHAI’s role in the global introduction of tenofovir/lamivudine/dolutegravir 
(TLD), which now reaches more than 24 million people worldwide and has generated over $1 
billion in treatment cost savings. She led the development of CHAI’s new product 
introduction toolkit (newhivdrugs.org) and pioneered the organization’s influential HIV 
market reports and market impact memos. Carolyn was instrumental in establishing CHAI’s 
partnerships with communities of people living with HIV, ensuring lived experience informs 
program strategy and implementation.
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Maya Malarski

Maya Malarski is a senior manager at GAVI.
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Lara Aleluia Reis

Maya Lara Aleluia Reis is an Assistant Professor in the Department of 

Environmental Sciences and Engineering at NOVA School of Science and

Technology (FCT NOVA) and a senior scientist at the RFF–CMCC European

Institute on Economics and the Environment, where she works on environmental 
modelling to support climate and air quality policy.

She was a contributing author to the IPCC Sixth Assessment Report (AR6), a consultant

for the World Bank, and a visiting researcher at Princeton University in 2025.
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Carolyn Daher

Carolyn Daher is a public health specialist with twenty years of experience

connecting research, education and implementation to build healthier 

communities. Carolyn has a B.A. in Environmental Studies (Brown University), 

Master in Public Health (Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health) and a Master 
in Psychosocial Intervention (University of Barcelona). Her work centers on how to 
generate greater impact in policy and society using scientific evidence She works with 
local and regional governments across sectors to understand how the built environment 
and climate can influence health. She is the Group Leader of the Earthy Systems Services 
Group at the Barcelona Supercomputing Center in Spain. 
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Marc Lallemant

Dr. Marc Lallemant is an epidemiologist and clinical research 

specialist, with expertise in clinical trial methodology and the 

prevention and treatment of HIV, hepatitis, and other viral 

diseases in pregnant women and children. He serves as a Senior Researcher at the 
PHPT Foundation, Chiang Mai University, and is a member of the Penta ID 
Network. Previously, he led the HCV and paediatric HIV drug development 
programs at DNDi and directed PHPT, a collaborative clinical research initiative 
involving Chiang Mai University, the Thai Ministry of Public Health, IRD France, 
and Harvard School of Public Health under the Thailand International Cooperation 
Agency.

Chiang Mai University – AMS/PHPT
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Intira Jeannie Collins

Jeannie  is a Professor of Epidemiology and an epidemiologist

with a strong interest in health economics and public health.

Her research focuses on maternal and child infectious diseases. She is the co-lead 
of the paediatric component of the European Pregnancy and Paediatric Infections 
Cohort Collaboration (EPPICC) and collaborates on a number of international 
observational studies, particularly in Thailand and Uganda. Her current areas of 
research include HIV, viral hepatitis, TB, SARS CoV-2 and dengue.

UCL Innovative Clinical Trials Unit
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Ana Puga

Ana Maria Puga, MD, FAAP is a physician executive and 

Global Paediatrics Lead with more than 25 years of 

experience advancing pediatric and maternal HIV care. She brings deep 

expertise across global medical affairs, clinical development, and real-world 

evidence, having led Phase I–IV pediatric trials and global development 

strategies for antiretroviral therapies. A former NIH Principal Investigator and 

practicing clinician, Dr. Puga has authored numerous peer-reviewed scientific 

publications and is a trusted partner to R&D, regulatory, and commercial teams. 

She is deeply committed to accelerating innovation and improving outcomes for 

children and families affected by HIV worldwide.
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Elisa Lopez

Dr Elisa López is a physician-scientist (MD, PhD) and Medical 

Director in R&D at ViiV Healthcare, with experience across 

Medical Affairs and Clinical Development. She has a strong background in 
paediatric infectious diseases, translational research, and global health. Before 
joining industry, she was a Principal Investigator at ISGlobal, where she conducted 
academic research focused on childhood HIV and tuberculosis, including work in 
Mozambique and South Africa. She now contributes to the development of HIV 
prevention and treatment strategies in children and neonates, as part of clinical 
research and development programmes.

ViiV Healthcare
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Rob Hyland

Rob Hyland is Executive Director, Virology Pediatrics at Gilead Sciences

leading the Dublin, Ireland-based team to bring Gilead’s transformative

medicines to children and adolescents around the world. He joined Gilead in 2012 and 
has extensive experience in global clinical development. Rob played a pivotal role in the 
development of sofosbuvir, leading Phase 2 and 3 studies and contributing to the initial 
NDA, later serving as clinical lead for Gilead’s subsequent 3 HCV programs, supporting 
complex global regulatory approvals. He subsequently led Phase 1-3 lenacapavir clinical 
development for HIV treatment, and programs in emerging and respiratory viruses, 
including remdesivir and obeldesivir.

Gilead
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Moupali Das

Moupali Das, MD, MPH, is Vice President, Clinical Development, 

HIV Prevention and Virology Pediatrics, at Gilead Sciences. She is an

Infectious Diseases/HIV trained physician with background in academic medicine and 
public health. As Head of HIV Prevention, she leads high-performing cross-functional 
teams accountable for the overall development strategy and the conception, design and 
execution of HIV prevention clinical trials from Phase 1 through Phase 4. She is dedicated 
to ensuring efficient development and regulatory approvals to support rapid access to 
innovative products to help end the HIV epidemic. She oversees the pediatrics team who 
are deeply committed to ensuring the development of pediatric options for Gilead’s 
transformational virology medications.

Gilead
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Vinicius Vieira

Vinicius Vieira is Director, Virology Pediatrics at Gilead Sciences, based 

in the Pediatric Centre of Excellence in Dublin. He earned his MD and trained as a 
pediatrician at the University of Sao Paulo and completed a DPhil at the University of 
Oxford. He joined Gilead’s clinical development team in 2021. Vinicius has been leading 
several of the TAF and LEN pediatric HIV programs and is currently acting as the Pediatric 
Development Lead for HIV treatment.

Gilead
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Scott Rottinghaus

Scott Rottinghaus MD has served as Chief Medical Officer at 

Enanta Pharmaceuticals since 2022.  Prior to joining Enanta, he led 

clinical development teams at Alexion and Pfizer. During his industry career, Dr. 
Rottinghaus continued to practice as an attending physician and assistant clinical 
professor in infectious diseases at Yale School of Medicine. He has co-authored 
more than 30 scientific publications. Dr. Rottinghaus trained in infectious diseases 
at the University of Alabama at Birmingham and in internal medicine at the Mayo 
Clinic. He holds an M.D. from Mayo Medical School, an M.Sc. in Biology from the 
University of Cambridge where he studied as a Marshall Scholar, and a B.S. in 
Biology as well as a B.A. in Latin and Greek from Kansas State University.

Enanta Pharmaceuticals
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Wanmei Wang

Wanmei Wang, MD, PhD is the Chief Medical Officer, Senior Vice 

President, Board Director at Zhuhai Trinomab Pharmaceuticals.

Seasoned medical and pharmaceutical executive with over 26 years of experience in the 
global pharma/biotech industry, complemented by eight years of clinical practice in 
internal medicine and four and a half years of laboratory research. Proven track record in 
clinical development and drug development. Extensive global exposure across Europe, 
China with deep insight into global clinical research environment and the regulatory 
landscape. Skilled in high-level negotiations with major regulatory bodies including the 
NMPA (China), FDA (US), and EMA (Europe). Demonstrated leadership and 
organizational-building capabilities through various executive roles.

Zhuhai TrinomabPharmaceuticals
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Prof. Federico Martinon-Torres, MD, PhD

Head of Paediatrics, Director of Translational Paediatrics and 
Infectious Diseases at the Hospital Clínico Universitario de Santiago (Spain),
Full Professor of Paediatrics at the University of Santiago and Pediatric 
Chair of the Royal Academy of Medicine of Galicia.

His main research interests are: vaccines, infectious diseases, host genetics, 
and biomarkers. He has published +350 papers and involved as PI in + 70 competitive 
research projects (2 FP7, 5 H2020/Horizon and 3 IMI2) and 150 phase I to III vaccine 
clinical trials (including 2 pragmatic mega-trials).
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Rebecca Jane Cox Brokstad

Rebecca heads the Influenza Centre with a vision is to reduce the 

global burden of respiratory illness through being an international 

leader in control and treatment of pandemic/epidemic viruses. 

She is a member of the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, an advisor to the 
WHO, EMA and EU.
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Suparat Kanjanavanit

Suparat is currently serving as Pediatric Consultant; Head of Medical 

Personnel Development; Chief Editor and Journal Manager, Journal of 

Nakornping Hospital; and Member of the Nakornping Hospital Research Ethics 
Committee (Human Subjects).

Suparat's experience is in pediatric care, pediatric HIV, and pediatric infectious diseases 
(since 1997); investigator in pediatric HIV, PMTCT, and RSV clinical trials; contributor to 
national and regional HIV/AIDS programs, pediatric service strategic planning, and 
research governance.
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Jon Heinrichs

Jon Heinrichs leads IAVI’s discovery science efforts. Jon has had a 

distinguished career in vaccine R&D, with thirty years of experience at

leading biopharmaceutical companies, including Sanofi Pasteur, Merck, and MedImmune 

(now part of AstraZeneca). Most recently he served as global head of innovation and

emerging sciences at Sanofi and led development of the monoclonal antibody nirsevimab 
(Beyfortus), now licensed for the prevention of RSV disease in infants.

Jon earned his Ph.D. and M.S. in microbiology and molecular genetics from 
Rutgers University and completed a post-doctoral fellowship in the Laboratory of 
Bacterial Pathogenesis and Immunology at The Rockefeller University in New York.
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Robin Basu Roy

Dr Robin Basu Roy is a Clinical Senior Lecturer & Honorary 

Consultant in Paediatric Infectious Diseases, Queen Mary University 

of London and Barts Health NHS Trust.

Robin is a consultant clinical academic working on paediatric tuberculosis research from 
immunity against infection to diagnostics for TB meningitis. He is Co-Chair of the British 
Association of Paediatric Tuberculosis. He is part of the SURE trial team, which is 
evaluating a shortened intensified treatment for paediatric TB meningitis, and INTREPID 
which is a biomarker discovery project to identify correlates of risk for future TB disease 
in children.

Queen Mary University of London
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Tisu Mvalo

Dr. Mvalo is a Paediatrician based and practicing at Kamuzu Central Hospital in 

Lilongwe Malawi. He is the Director of Paediatric Research activities at the University 

of North Carolina Project Malawi, an Honorary Lecturer in the Department of Paediatrics

and Child Health of the Kamuzu University of Health Sciences (KUHeS) and an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Paediatrics of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA.

He has over 15-years of research experience in the fields of HIV/AIDS, malaria vaccine research, childhood
tuberculosis research, childhood pneumonia clinical trials as well as growth, nutrition and morbidity in low 
birth weight infants. His interests in research are towards providing evidence targeted to improving the 
wellbeing of children by mainly focusing on the diseases and illness with greatest morbidity and mortality, 
which are pneumonia, malaria, tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS and malnutrition particularly in the low income and 
middle-income countries. His current roles include being the Lilongwe site Principal Investigator for the 
EDCTP2 funded EMPIRICAL study, NIH funded IMPAACT network studies, EDCTP3 funded Opt-bCPAP
childhood pneumonia study and the Gates MRI funded Phase 3 RCT on the M72 TB vaccine candidate. He 
holds of medical degree from the Kamuzu University of Health Sciences in Malawi, a Master of Medicine in 
Paediatrics degree from the University of Cape Town and is a Fellow of the Colleges of Paediatricians of South 
Africa.

UNC School of Medicine
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Alfredo Tagarro

Physician since 1999, Doctor of Medicine since 2007, specialist in Pediatrics

and Clinical Researcher since 2004. Alfredo has always worked as a clinician in 

Hospitals of the public network, in Pediatric Intensive Care Units and, since 2008, in wards,

clinics and emergencies, with special interest in Diseases Infectious and Rheumatology. At the Hospital 
Infanta Sofía, where he has been working since 2008, Alfredo has been in charge of Infectious Diseases. 
Alfredo is a full professor of Pediatrics at the European University of Madrid, where he teaches the subject 
of Pediatrics (5th year) and supervises TFGs and doctoral theses. Since 2016, he is part of the Instituto de 
Investigación 12 de Octubre (Research Institute I+12) as a clinical researcher. Alfredo has led national 
projects on Respiratory Infections and COVID-19, and has joined European projects on HIV, Global Health, 
and Respiratory Diseases funded by EDCTP and Horizon Europe, coordinated both from H12 and from 
Penta as a researcher; EMPIRICAL, ORCHESTRA, SUPPORT, VERDI, and EPIICAL. Alfredo is incorporated in 
several research networks and research groups, including PENTA where he co-leads the Respiratory 
Infections Working Group.

Hospital 12 de Octubre
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Devin Sok

Devin is currently based at Stripe as Head of Science for a new fund focused on

the elimination of common respiratory pathogens. The fund will provide equity

and grant investments for the development of broad spectrum prophylaxis and for 
nonpharmaceutical interventions to drive down circulating viruses to elimination. Before Stripe, 
Devin spent two years at the Global Health Investment Corporation (GHIC) as Head of Science 
and Operating Partner and continues to contribute to GHIC as a Venture Partner. At GHIC, he led 
a non-dilutive grant program called the Frontier Fund and worked closely with the investment 
team to invest in companies with platforms that are relevant for health security. Prior to GHIC, 
Devin was Vice President of Discovery and Innovation at IAVI and Adjunct Professor in the 
Department of Immunology at Scripps Research. In this role, he led a global R&D team focused 
on global health vaccines and monoclonal antibodies.
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Paolo Palma

Full Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Rome “Tor Vergata” and of 
Immunology at the University of Antwerp, as well as Co-Scientific Director at
Vaccinopolis. He serves as Head of the Clinical Immunology and Vaccinology Unit 
at Bambino Gesù Children’s Hospital. Over the past 25 years, his research has
focused on immune responses to infections in vulnerable pediatric populations, 
particularly in children affected by primary and secondary immunodeficiencies.

“Bambino Gesù" Children’s Hospital, University of 

Rome “Tor Vergata” & Vaccinopolis, University of 

Antwerp
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Mathias Lichterfeld

A senior staff physician at Massachusetts General Hospital and Brigham

and Women's Hospital and Professor at Harvard Medical School. He is also a Member of 
the Ragon Institute and of the Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard. 

Dr. Lichterfeld’s research interests focus on retroviral infections, specifically on HIV-1. His 
laboratory explores how HIV-1 can persist in the human body for a lifetime, despite very 
effective antiretroviral therapy that is available now; these studies involve a platform of 
recently-developed new technologies for single-cell profiling of virally-infected cells. Dr. 
Lichterfeld also leads clinical trials in which novel therapeutic approaches for HIV 
eradication and cure are evaluated; several of these studies are currently enrolling new 
patients. In collaboration with investigators from the Harvard School of Public Health, Dr. 
Lichterfeld’s lab also participates as a co-investigator in clinical trials with HIV-1-infected 
infants from Botswana.
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Edmund Capparelli

Dr. Capparelli specializes in pharmacometrics - the use of mechanistically

based mathematical models to describe the time course of drugs in the 

body (PK-pharmacokinetic models), the effects that drug concentrations 

have their targets in the body (PD-pharmacodynamic models); and overall

impact of drug effects have on disease and symptoms (DZ- disease models).  

A major emphasis of Dr. Capparelli’s research has been to understand developmental, 
genetic, environmental and other factors that lead to PK and PD differences in infants, 
children and adults.  His works includes novel approaches to therapies for infectious 
diseases including mono-clonal antibodies and long-acting formulations.  In particularly. 
Dr Capparelli has designed and performed numerous international studies for the 
prevention and treatment of HIV infection and its complications in infants and children.
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Emmanuel Roilides

Emmanuel Roilides, MD, PhD, FIDSA, FAAM, FESCMID is Emeritus 

Professor of Paediatrics – Infectious Diseases in Aristotle University 

School of Medicine at Hippokration Hospital in Thessaloniki, Greece.

He is Fellow of European Confederation of Medical Mycology as well as of European 
Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases, member of the Penta Fungal 
Group. He has special expertise on invasive fungal infections in immunocompromised 
patients. His research focuses on serious infections, most importantly invasive fungal 
infections, in neonates and children. He is the author of >780 peer reviewed articles and 
book chapters with >22,000 citations mainly on paediatric infectious diseases and 
translational medicine. He has been co-ordinator or partner in several multicentre or 
multinational translational or clinical studies.
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Laura Ferreras-Antolín

Dr Laura Ferreras-Antolín is a Consultant in Paediatric Infectious 

Diseases at GOSH. She is an honorary senior lecturer at UCL 

Institute of Child Health and an Honorary Senior Research Fellow 

at the MRC Centre for Medical Mycology (University of Exeter).
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Joe Standing

Professor of Pharmacometrics undertaking clinical, pre-clinical and 

data science studies to optimise medicines in drug development.

Clinical PKPD trials and pre-clinical PKPD of antimicrobial combinations using hollow fibre 
infection model and antiviral assays for respiratory pathogens.
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Julia Bielicki

Professor of Paediatric Infectious Diseases at City St George’s, University 

of London and Professor of Paediatric Clinical Pharmacology at the University of Basel. 
Julia trained in Social & Political Sciences and Medicine at the University of Cambridge, 
where she graduated top of her year, and holds a Medical Doctorate from the University 
of Zurich, as well as an MPH and PhD from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine. Her research focuses on optimising antibiotic use in neonates and children and 
developing innovative infection prevention and control strategies across high-income and 
low- and middle-income country settings. She has led multiple randomised controlled 
trials, including cluster and platform trials, funded by organisations such as NIHR, Horizon 
2020, EDCTP, IMI and the Wellcome Trust, with the aim of generating robust evidence to 
inform clinical practice and health policy in the context of rising antimicrobial resistance. 
She is the Scientific Coordinator of the NeoIPC and SNIP-AFRICA projects.

University Children’s Hospital Basel - City St George’s, 
University of London
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Alexandra Compagnucci

Alex trained at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Buenos Aires, specialising in infectious diseases
in adults at Muñiz Hospital, Buenos Aires-Argentina. She was part of one of the two pioneering teams that
treated the first patients with HIV, and has taken part in numerous HIV training programmes across the
country. Alex was also in charge of the haemophilia cohort at the Haemophilia Foundation (founded by Dr
A. Pavlovsky), at the Institute of Haematology Research and the National Academy of Medicine, where she
managed HIV infection and its comorbidities, until she left the country to pursue similar work in Paris,
France. In Paris, Alex worked in the respiratory medicine department at Hôtel-Dieu Hospital, where she
was responsible for the monitoring and treatment of patients living with HIV and at Cochin-Port Royal
Hospital in charge of women and pregnant women living with HIV. Alex is Project Leader at INSERM,
responsible of Penta trials and activities for more than 25 years. Alex is also a member of the part of the
PentaTr@ining faculty and one of the programme coordinators in Latin America, working in collaboration
with Spanish and Latin American colleagues.
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Giulia Segafredo

Giulia Segafredo works at the intersection of intellectual property, market 

shaping, and global health to expand access to essential and innovative 

medicines in low- and middle-income countries. As lead for 

non-communicable diseases and maternal health for the Policy, Strategy and Access team at the 
Medicines Patent Pool, she focuses on translating policy and licensing strategies into real-world 
access.

With a background spanning pharmaceutical R&D, market access, and health system–strengthening 
programmes in sub-Saharan Africa, Giulia bridges industry and public health perspectives. She is a 
registered pharmacist and holds a PhD in Epidemiology and Public Health.
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Pablo Rojo

A Paediatric Infectious Diseases Specialist of Hospital 12 de Octubre,

Madrid, Spain, and Professor of Pediatrics at Complutense University,

Madrid, Spain.Pablo obtained his MD and PhD from Complutense University.

He is author and co-author of over 80 peer reviewed scientific articles and book chapters.
Pablo's main research activities are related to pediatric HIV, S. aureus and congenital CMV
infection. Pablo is a Member of the Penta ID Network, co-chair of the Scientific Steering
Committee and has been part of the PentaTr@ining program for the past 10 years. He has
participated in many paediatric antiretroviral clinical trials and is part of the EPIICAL project
pursuing novel therapeutics approaches for early treated HIV-infected children. He is also
co-Chief Investigator of ODYSSEY and Chief Investigator of the EMPIRICAL trial.

Hospital 12 de Octubre
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Victor Musiime

He is a Paediatrician in Uganda, and I work as an Associate

Professor at Makerere University, College of Health Science,

School of Medicine, Department of Paediatrics and Child Health.

He also conducts research at Joint Clinical Research Centre (JCRC),

mainly in Paediatric HIV, where he holds the position of Senior Research Consultant. At
Makerere University, he conducts didactic and clinical sessions for undergraduate and
postgraduate students, and supervises Masters and PhD research projects; and conducts
research in various aspects of child health. His clinical and research interests are:
Paediatric Infectious diseases, gastrointestinal disorders, childhood nutrition and other
child health issues.

Makerere University
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Daniele Donà

Daniele is a pediatric infectious disease consultant at the Department 

of Women’s and Children’s Health at the University of Padua, Italy. With

a focus on antibiotics and antimicrobial resistance, he earned his PhD and 

MSc while implementing antimicrobial stewardship projects and designing 

clinical trials of antibiotics in neonates and children. Passionate about refining clinical judgment 
and optimizing treatment, he strives to reduce unnecessary prescriptions, adverse events, and 
healthcare costs associated with antimicrobial resistance.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, my research interests also included the impact of SARS-CoV-2 on 
pediatric patients, with particular attention to the immunological and serological response.

Convinced of the growing need for pediatric infectious disease specialists, Daniele aims to make a 
tangible impact on patient health while advancing the field's knowledge and practices.

University of Padua
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Elisabetta Venturini

A paediatrician with specialised training in Paediatric Infectious 

Diseases. Since 2015, she has been working as a Consultant at

the Paediatric Infectious Diseases Unit of Meyer Children’s Hospital IRCCS, Florence, Italy. 
Elisabetta's clinical and research activities focus on congenital and vertically transmitted 
infections, particularly congenital CMV, paediatric HIV, tuberculosis and bacterial 
infections. She is routinely involved in the management of children complex infectious 
diseases, working within multidisciplinary teams.

Elisabetta has authored over 130 peer-reviewed publications in international journals 
and have contributed to national clinical guidelines. Since 2025, she has been leading the 
ECR Training Working sub-group of PENTA.
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Vani Vannappagari

Dr. Vani Vannappagari is Vice President & Global Head of Epidemiology 

and Real World Evidence at ViiV Healthcare. In this role she sets the strategy

for conducting studies to collect real world evidence on treatment effectiveness, 
adherence and safety of the antiretroviral drugs. She also leads studies in pregnancy and 
registries that evaluate drug safety during pregnancy and non-interventional studies in 
pediatric and adolescent populations. She is the industry co-chair of the Antiretroviral 
Pregnancy Registry steering committee.

Prior to joining ViiV Healthcare, she was director of infectious disease epidemiology at 
GlaxoSmithKline leading epidemiology projects for HIV, Influenza, Anthrax and Malaria 
drug development. Her work involved disease epidemiology, pharmacovigilance and post 
marketing drug safety, pregnancy and drug exposure registries. Dr. Vannappagari has 
MBBS from Karnatak Medical College, India and MPH & PhD in epidemiology from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

6-8 May 2026/ Penta ID Network Meeting (PIM 2026)

ViiV Healthcare



Tom Jacobs

Tom Jacobs is a postdoctoral researcher in pediatric clinical 

pharmacology at RadboudUMC in Nijmegen and a clinical pharmacology resident at 
Tergooi MC in Hilversum, the Netherlands. His research focuses on improving access to 
antivirals and other anti-infective medicines for children through clinical pharmacology. 
He is involved in several pharmacokinetic studies within Penta clinical trials, including 
EMPIRICAL, D3, LATA, UNIVERSAL, SUPPORT, and CHAPAS-5, in which he collaborates 
with researchers across Europe and Africa. Tom is a member of the Penta Early Career 
Researchers working group, the Penta/EACS pediatric HIV guidelines group, and the WHO 
PAWG, all aimed at improving HIV treatment for children globally.
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Paolo Rossi

Paolo is a distinguished full Professor of Pediatrics at the

University of Rome "Tor Vergata" and serves as Director of

Pediatric Academy at "Bambino Gesù" Children’s Hospital. Additionally, he leads the
Development and Implementation of pediatric drugs, vaccines, and medical devices at
the same hospital. He is a Member of the Board of Directors at Penta Foundation.

Ospedale Pediatrico Bambino Gesù
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Nicola Toschi

Full Professor of Medical Physics and a member of the research and

academic staff at the Athinoula A. Martinos Centre for Biomedical

Imaging (Harvard Medical School). Previously, he worked as a strategic consultant
at McKinsey & Company, as a coordinator for the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, with RAI, and as a project coordinator with
AMREF. His research is interdisciplinary, with a particular focus on scientific and
technological solutions for the application of advanced physical and mathematical
techniques to extract quantitative information of investigative, diagnostic and
prognostic value in a clinical context.

Translated with DeepL.com (free version)

University of Rome "Tor Vergata"
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Francesco Bonfante

Francesco Bonfante is Head of the Laboratory of Experimental 

Animal Models at the SCS6 – Experimental Virology, Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale 
delle Venezie (IZSVe). He has been involved in national and international projects such as 
FP7 PREDEMICS, FLUPIG, ANIHWA: NADIV. He is presently frontline involved in the 
Horizon 2020 – ZIKAction: “Preparedness, research and action network on maternal-
paediatric axis of ZIKV infection in Latin America and the Caribbean” (n. 734857) and 
DELTA-FLU: Dynamics of avian influenza in a changing world (n. 722229).He also 
collaborates with international organizations such as FAO and WOAH, contributing to the 
continuous monitoring of avian influenza viruses at both a national and international 
level, within the framework of the OFFLU network.

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale delle Venezie
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Angus Jennings

Angus Jennings is a medical statistician working within the infections group at the 
MRC CTU at UCL. His work has primarily focussed on HIV prevention, HIV 
management and RSV prevention.
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Sara Domínguez-Rodríguez

Biomedical PhD biostatistician with extensive expertise in 

virology and advanced statistical modelling, particularly in 

the development of predictive models. With more than 11 years of experience in 
hospital-based research and research centre environments, her work focuses on 
pediatric infectious diseases and personalized medicine, especially HIV infection in early-
treated infants and pediatric pneumonia.

She leads the Data and Biostatistics Unit within the Global PID (Innovation in Global 
Pediatric Infectious Diseases) group at Hospital 12 de Octubre (Madrid, Spain), and is a 
Professor of Biostatistics and Methodology at Universidad Europea de Madrid.

Instituto de Investigación Sanitaria Hospital 12 
de Octubre (imas12) Hospital Universitario 12 
de Octubre
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Steve Welch

Steve is a Consultant in Paediatric HIV and Paediatric Infectious Diseases at Heartlands Hospital
and Birmingham Chest Clinic, University Hospitals Birmingham.

The UK’s buzzing Second City has a young, geographically and culturally diverse but economically
challenged population to keep him on his toes diagnosing and managing their infections.

Steve has been a Member of the Penta Scientific Committee since 2009 and the Training Lead for
Penta since 2010.

He enjoys living quietly, reading poetry and walking his dog, sometimes all at the same time.

University Hospital Birmingham NHS 

Foundation Trust
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Alasdair Bamford

He is a consultant and specialty lead in paediatric infectious diseases at Great

Ormond Street Hospital, London, UK and an Honorary Associate Clinical Professor

at the UCL Great Ormond Street Institute of Child Health, London, UK. He also

works as a clinical advisor to paediatric clinical trials and cohort studies at the MRC

Clinical Trials Unit, London, UK. He has over 15 years of experience in working with children, adolescents
and families affected by HIV. He is one of the lead authors for the Penta/EACS guidelines for treatment of
paediatric HIV infection, and a contributing author to the British HIV Association (BHIVA) guidelines on
management of HIV in pregnancy.

He is a member of the Penta Scientific Committee and the UK Infectious Diseases in Pregnancy Screening
Clinical Expert Review Panel. He is secretary of the British Paediatric Allergy Infection and Immunity Group
(BPAIIG). He is also a regular faculty member for both online and residential PentaTr@ining courses on
paediatric HIV in Europe, Africa, Asia and Russia.

Great Ormond Street Hospital
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Tatiana Drummond

Specialist in paediatric infectious diseases. Specialist in Tropical

Paediatrics. Founder and current coordinator of the Postgraduate Course in 

Paediatric Infectious Diseases at the Central University of Venezuela.
Specialist in Paediatric Infectious Diseases, Hospital Universitario de Caracas.
Professor of Tropical Medicine. Faculty of Medicine, Central University of 
Venezuela Coordinator of the Medical Consultation for Children with HIV/AIDS at the 
University Hospital of Caracas. Member of the Penta Latin America Group.

Hospital Universitario de Caracas -
Universidad Central de Venezuela
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Thanyawee Puthanakit

Thanyawee Puthanakit, MD, MHS is a professor of paediatric infectious disease

specialist at Department of Pediatrics, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn

University, Bangkok, Thailand. She is a leader in paediatric HIV treatment and 

care in Asia. She has experienced conducting research in Thailand, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Philippines including collaborations with TREAT Asia research program. She has served on 
the writing committee for the WHO’s pediatric HIVtreatment guideline. Her research
focuses on pediatric and adolescent HIV treatment and elimination of perinatal HIV 
transmission and reduction in new cases of adolescent infection. She has published more 
than 200 publications. She is a current member of the International AIDS Society and 
served as organizing committee for AIDS2024. She serve on the Scientific Steering 
Committee for the Penta ID Network.

Chulalongkorn University

6-8 May 2026/ Penta ID Network Meeting (PIM 2026)



Shaffiq Essajee

Shaffiq Essajee is the HIV advisor for UNICEF now based out of 

UNICEFs new centre of excellence in Nairobi. He is a pediatric 

infectious disease physician who has been working in the field of HIV in children 
since the early years of the HIV epidemic in New York City. He is a native of Kenya 
and in 2001 established Kenya’s first clinic for children with HIV. Shaffiq is a 
graduate of Oxford University and a diplomate of the American Board of Pediatric 
Infectious Diseases. He has previously worked for the Clinton Health Access 
Initiative as Chief Medical Advisor and served as the Medical Officer for Pediatric 
HIV prevention and treatment at WHO in Geneva.
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Cecile Maramba-Lazarte

Dr. Cecilia Nelia C. Maramba-Lazarte, MD, is a Filipino 
physician–scientist and Professor of Pharmacology at the 
University of the Philippines Manila, with expertise in infectious and tropical 
diseases. She leads the National Integrated Research Program on Medicinal 
Plants. Her research focuses on antimicrobial pharmacology and the clinical 
development of plant-based therapies for infectious diseases. She has led 
and contributed to clinical trials, health technology assessment, and national 
policy. Dr. Maramba-Lazarte is President of the Philippine Association of 
Medical Journal Editors and a UP Scientist awardee, and was recognized as 
the 2026 Outstanding Pediatrician in Research by the Philippine Pediatric 
Society.
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Adeodata Kekitiinwa

Associate Clinical Professor of Pediatrics at Baylor College of 

Medicine and Executive Director for Baylor College of Medicine Children’s 
Foundation-Uganda (Baylor-Uganda) since 2004. She leads a team of 319 
personnel that offer both comprehensive HIV/AIDS/TB care and research activities 
at the Baylor Uganda Clinical Centre of Excellence (COE) and serves as the Clinical 
Research Site Leader for the NIAID/DAIDS studies at our site. Dr. Kekitiinwa 
initiated the first-ever Pediatric and Adolescent HIV/TB unit within MOH to expand 
access to Pediatric and Adolescent HIV/AIDS/TB care and match adult HIV care and 
treatment; continue to provide strategic leadership to this unit to ensure all 
policies include children and adolescents agenda; she has served as local Principal 
Investigator on ARROW and CHAPAS Studies at Baylor-Uganda. 

6-8 May 2026/ Penta ID Network Meeting (PIM 2026)

Baylor College of Medicine, Uganda



Fernando Bozza

Dr. Fernando A. Bozza is a clinical researcher with expertise in critical 

care, infectious diseases, and public health. His work focuses on severe emerging and re-
emerging infections, antimicrobial resistance, and the long-term consequences of critical 
illness. He has also led community-based interventions integrating large-scale testing, 
surveillance, healthcare delivery, and risk communication to reduce mortality during 
epidemics in vulnerable communities. He serves as Chair of ISARIC and leads its South 
America Hub. He is also the UNESCO Chair on the Futures of Education for Health and 
Living Well, and Scientific Director of the Center for Innovation in Global Health, a 
partnership between Nova Medical School, Universidade Nova de Lisboa, and the 
Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, Fiocruz.
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Linda Lewis

Dr. Lewis is board certified in Pediatric Infectious Diseases with a special 

interest in the care and treatment of pediatric patients with HIV/AIDS.

She began working with the Product development, Quality, Costing, and Regulatory Affairs 
Team at Clinton Health Access Initiative in June 2016 and became the group’s Director, 
Clinical and Regulatory Affairs in December 2018.  In this capacity, she provides clinical and 
regulatory advice to other CHAI teams and to external partners.  Her work has focused on 
advising stakeholders on appropriate development and regulatory pathways for drugs to be 
used in low- and middle-income countries. She maintains an active role in global pediatric 
drug prioritization activities with the WHO as an observer on the Pediatric Antiviral Working 
Group (PAWG).  Prior to joining CHAI, Dr. Lewis served as Medical Team Lead and senior 
pediatrician in the Division of Antivirals, U.S. Food and Drug Administration (1999-2016).  
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Melynda Watkins

Senior Director of the Product development, Quality, Costing, and

Regulatory Affairs team at the CHAI. She oversees a portfolio of 

technical initiatives to optimize pharmaceutical products for Developing

Market use. She also develops innovative regulatory strategies for the registration of 
products in multiple markets including US FDA, WHO PQ, WHO CRP, as well as through 
National Regulatory Authorities in country. She is also accountable for developing and 
transferring for manufacture and commercialization better and less expensive 
formulations and fixed-dose combination products for adults and children suffering from 
chronic and acute diseases and supporting treatment optimization through the 
development, regulatory filing, and quality assessment of new products, diagnostics, and 
devices. Prior to her role at CHAI, Melynda worked in several pharmaceutical companies 
and has over 25 years of experience in industry and global public health.
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Chishala Chabala

Dr Chishala Chabala is a Lecturer and Consultant Paediatrician 

at the University of Zambia School of Medicine and the University 

Teaching Hospital in Lusaka, Zambia, where he combines teaching, clinical care,

and research. He has many years of clinical and research experience in

tuberculosis among children and adolescents. He leads a research group focused

on tuberculosis, HIV, and childhood pneumonia, and has contributed to several

multinational collaborative clinical trials, including CHAPAS-3 and -4, SHINE, SURE,

and Empirical. He currently serves as Vice-Chair of the Child and Adolescent TB

Working Group of the Stop TB Partnership, hosted by the WHO, and previously

served as Scientific Chair of The Union’s Adult and Child Lung Health Section.
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Julie Huynh

Dr Julie Huynh is an Infectious Diseases Paediatrician and 

honorary visiting research fellow in tropical paediatrics at OUCRU HCMC,
Vietnam with research interests in global health, clinical trials and
improving diagnostics in LMICs.  She specialises in the diagnosis and management of 
childhood tuberculosis (TB). She leads the SURE trial, a TB treatment study for 
children with TB meningitis, as well as the INTERCEPT study, which uses integrative 
omics and aspirin response to define therapeutic targets for paediatric TB meningitis. 
Her PhD research, titled ‘Improving the diagnosis and prognosis of TB meningitis in 
children’, focused on identifying specific host immune signatures as diagnostic 
biomarkers of disease and on understanding better the pathophysiology. Dr Huynh 
was a co-lead author on the 2025 International TB meningitis guidelines.
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Justin Penner

Dr Justin Penner qualified from the University of Manitoba in 

2013 and subsequently completed a paediatrics residency in Winnipeg, Canada, 
with a focus on paediatric infectious diseases. He also obtained an MSc in 
international health from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
and a diploma in tropical medicine. His sub-specialty training in paediatric 
infectious diseases in the UK was completed in 2021, having worked at both 
Imperial College London and Great Ormond Street Hospital. After returning to 
Canada in 2021, he worked at the Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario in 
Ottawa, Canada, as a consultant in paediatric infectious diseases and clinical 
immunology before returning to St Mary's Hospital in 2025.
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Vana Papaevangelou

Professor Vana Papaevangelou is a trained paediatrician, with a 

special interest in paediatric infectious diseases. She has been 

actively involved in the education of medical students and paediatric residents. Over the 
past 25 years, her main interests involve the epidemiology of vaccine-preventable 
diseases and vertical transmission of infections. She is one of founding members of the 
cCMVnet, a scientific committee working on congenital CMV. She has published more 
than 180 papers in peer reviewed journals (H-Index: 35; >4300 citations).  

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens
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Hermione Lyall

A consultant in paediatric infectious diseases at Imperial College 

Healthcare NHS Trust, London. Her main areas of clinical work 

include: prevention of transmission of HIV  from mother to infant, and management of 
HIV infected children and young people; and treatment for children with other congenital 
infections, including CMC, syphilis, toxoplasmosis, and HSV. She runs a weekly congenital 
infection clinic and is a founder member of CCMVNET – the European network and 
registry for congenital CMV infection (ccmvnet@gmail.com). She is a long-term member 
of Penta ID Network and participates in treatment trials for HIV infected children. She is 
passionate about sharing experience with clinical colleagues and learning together about 
their patients’ conditions and how to care for them better.

Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust
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Anna Turkova

Anna is a research clinician and a paediatrician. Her research focuses on 

paediatric HIV, TB, RSV, viral hepatitis and co-infections. She has been working

with Penta since 2011. She is a key investigator in several international clinical trials
(ODYSSEY, SHINE, D3, UNIVERSAL, PIPELINE, CHAPAS-5) and observational studies
(EPPICC, REACH) addressing treatment and prevention optimisation strategies for
children with infectious diseases. 

Anna has contributed to the WHO HIV Guidelines 2021-2026 and the Penta/EACS HIV
Guidelines 2016-2026. She is a co-chair of the WHO-led Paediatric Antiretroviral Working
Group (PAWG), a member of the Global Accelerator for Paediatric Formulations Network
(GAP-f) and a Scientific Committee member of the of the Penta Infectious Diseases
network. 
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Tim Niehues

Prof. Dr. med. Tim Niehues is the Director of the Centre for Child and 

Adolescent Medicine at Helios Klinikum Krefeld, a position he has held 

since 2007. An Adjunct Professor at Heinrich Heine University Düsseldorf, he is a 
highly decorated specialist in Pediatrics, Immunology, Rheumatology, and Oncology.

With international training from UCSF and Cornell University, Dr. Niehues has 
spearheaded research into pediatric HIV and infant nutrition. Beyond his clinical 
leadership, he serves as the Compliance Officer and Officer of Academic Affairs at 
Helios Klinikum Krefeld, blending expert medical practice with institutional 
governance and academic excellence.
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Moherndran Archary

Prof Archary is an Honorary Professor in the School of Clinical 

Medicine and a Paediatric Infectious Disease Specialist in the 

Department of Paediatrics and Child Health at the University of

KwaZulu-Natal/King Edward VIII Hospital.  Prof Archary specialises

in the management of HIV-infected children in resource-limited settings. As part of his
PhD thesis, he investigated the pharmacokinetics of antiretroviral drugs in severely
malnourished HIV-infected children. His research interests include antiretroviral drug
therapeutics, viral resistance, and the optimal timing of antiretroviral therapy initiation in 
the developing world. Prof Archary serves on several national and international 
committees and actively manages children living with HIV locally and nationally within
South Africa.

University of KwaZulu-Natal
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Sibel Laçinel Gürlevik

Sibel is a Paediatric Infectious Diseases Consultant with 13 years

of clinical experience, specialising in neonatal sepsis, congenital infections,

and migrant health. Her recent work in Gaziantep, Turkey, focuses on multidrug-resistant
infections and vaccination gaps among refugee populations.

With a background in NICU/PICU infection control, Sibel is now pursuing a Ph.D. to bridge
clinical practice with global health research, and aims to collaborate with the Penta ID
Network to tackle antimicrobial resistance and promote the One Health approach.
Outside the lab, Sibel is an avid traveler and a food enthusiast who loves walking
everywhere.
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